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				September 2020 Phase 2 restart plan
			
August 28, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Our staff is excited for September and look forward to welcoming your children back to our school.  I realize that there is a certain amount of both excitement and anxiety around this restart. Included below you will find the information related to the Phase 2 restart at our school to help you navigate these times.  These plans are put in place under the guidelines of the Public Health Officer, the Ministry of Education and the Langley School District. Our number one goal is to create a safe environment for your children to learn and flourish. Please take time to read through the information. 

AFTER reading the information, please take a few minutes to complete the survey Here by Monday, August 31st. It is critical to our planning to know if you will be returning for in class instruction in September. If you do not complete the survey, we will assume you are returning to in-school instruction.

Below are the documents that guided our Restart Plan development:
· Operational Guidelines for School Districts and Independent School Authorities 
· Langley District Restart Plan
· Langley District Health and Safety Guidelines
· Or visit the Langley School District Website here

What can you expect?

LEARNING COHORTS

For the most part your child will participate in learning activities in their own classroom division, but cohorts allow for one to two classes to play together outdoors or engage in some typical opportunities with another class; such as participating together in the Terry Fox run or tackling a fun project together.
Classroom teachers are assigned to cohorts and do not interact with other cohorts. Itinerant teachers and support staff who work with a few different cohorts adhere to strict safety procedures.
The top limit for elementary cohorts is 60 students and staff, but many of our cohorts have fewer than 60 students.

HEALTH CHECKS
A form is attached to this email which will cover the school year. Kindly return this promptly. After returning the form to the school, families must self-monitor each day.  
If students have any symptoms of illness, you must:
1. Keep your child home
2. Phone the school to let us know your child will be away and reason
3. Keep your child at home until they are symptom free
If your child displays any COVID symptoms, you must:
1. Keep your child home
2. Phone the school to let us know your child will be away
3. Self-Isolate for 14 days or until a clear COVID test

On the first day of school during our orientation week, a parent or guardian will need to answer the questions in person. 

LIMITED ACCESS TO THE SCHOOL
We want to keep indoor traffic in-check and classrooms limited to only their cohorts. Parents are asked to please not enter our buildings during Stage 2, unless this has been organized through the office. Know that our staff is happy to connect with you through phone or email. 

STAGGERED SCHEDULES
· In order to support the cohort model, our playgrounds are closed before and after school. Parents are asked to bring or send students to their classroom doors in the morning for drop off and to pick up at the door at the designated time. Please check your staggered entry and exit time. Families with the last name from A to L are asked to start at 8:40 am and pick up at 2:16 pm. Families with the last name from M to Z are asked to start at 8:50 am and pick up at 2:26 pm. 
· In order to manage traffic in the hallways and playground space, there will be several recess times and lunch outside play times.  Students will play in cohort specific assigned areas which will rotate throughout the year.
· We will also have specific exits and entrances for our common areas, creating one-way traffic flow. 
· We will also have staggered starts and end times to reduce traffic flow and congestion on the school grounds. 

MASKS
Masks are provided in the Stage 2 environment. Students and staff have the option to wear masks at school and must wear them in circumstances where they are unable to distance themselves from members of other cohorts. 

HANDWASHING
· Students will be required to wash their hands upon entering the school in the morning
· They will wash their hands before and after eating their snack as well as before and after eating their lunch
· Students will also wash their hands after playing outside
· Students will also wash their hands when they return from the washroom
COMMUNITY
· Working together for the wellness of all is more critical than ever. If your child is presenting with any of the symptoms in the health check, please keep them home. Kindly contact the school to indicate your child’s absence and seek medical attention.
· For a full list of symptoms of COVID 19, see the BC Centre for Disease Control website

· Please provide a minimum of two emergency contacts who can pick up during the school day. Students who are ill need to go home as soon as possible so that they can get the medical attention and rest they need, while protecting the community.

· Returning to school means that your child is symptom free and able to engage with typical energy in the learning and physical activities.

· Kindly do not bringing treats on a birthday or other food to share during stage 2.

· Please keep lunches litter-less, so that we can maintain health standards. Students will need to bring enough bottled water for the day, as drinking fountains will not be in use. No cutlery or dishes will be available from the office. 

· Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. We appreciate your help and support in making school safe for all.

SUPPLIES
· Students will use personal supplies such as pens, notebooks and crayons/pencils.
· When using communal supplies or toys (K kitchen, sand table) students will wash their hands before and after use
· Students can continue to bring their regular backpacks, lunch kits, water bottles and coats.  They are encouraged to have a change of clothes in their backpack as we will be outside as much as possible!

KINDERGARTEN CLASSES 
· Kindergarten students will be in full time on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th.
· A letter will be sent out to new Kindergarten parents shortly with details of an orientation, interview schedule and gradual entry schedule. 

OUR FIRST WEEK
[bookmark: _GoBack]An email will be sent when the classes are formed and are accessible through the myedbc portal to see your child’s class placement. A map with details outlining where to line up and a reminder of start times will be sent out at this time.

Thursday, September 10th 
· Half of students attend 8:40 am – 11:40 am (Students with last names A-L)
· NEW Kindergarten students do not attend
Friday, September 11th 
· Half of students attend 8:40 am – 11:40 am (Students with last names M-Z)
· NEW Kindergarten students do not attend
Monday, September 14th 
· ALL Grades 1-5 students in attendance according to staggered start times
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
	
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	8:40 am 
	Student Entry A-L

	8:50 am
	Student Entry M-Z

	8:50 am - 10:00 am
	
MORNING INSTRUCTION 

	10:00 am-10:15 am
	 RECESS FOR COHORTS Group A

	10:20 am-10:35 am
	RECESS FOR COHORTS Group B

	
	
IN CLASS INSTRUCTION 
LUNCH EATING TIME

	12:00 pm-12:30 pm
	LUNCH PLAYTIME COHORTS Group A (eating period from 11:45- 12:00)

	12:35 pm-1:05 pm
	LUNCH PLAYTIME COHORTS Group B (eating period from 12:20-12:35)

	
	IN CLASS INSTRUCTION

	2:16 pm
	Student Dismissal A-L

	2:26 pm
	Student Dismissal M-Z




This is definitely an overload of information! Please reach out to me if you have any questions. Enjoy your last week of summer and I look forward to working with all of our amazing families this new school year. I know that this year will be a great one with new learning opportunities for everyone.

Deah Paton
Principal

Langley Fundamental Elementary
21789 50 Ave
Langley, BC
V3A 3T2
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